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The Pennfield Township Recreation Plan is the guiding document for the development of new 

recreational sites and the enhancement of existing recreational 

amenities within the Township. This plan spells out the types of 

recreation sought by the Township and its residents as well as how the 

Township will meet the recreation needs expressed by the citizenry. This 

document also outlines and catalogs the process the Pennfield Township 

Planning Commission undertook to create the plan for the future of 

recreation in the Township. This plan will remain in place for five years 

or until it is amended.  
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This plan lays out the future 

of recreation in Pennfield 

Township.  
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Chapter 1  

This plan is designed to provide a roadmap for Township Officials and residents as it relates to the 

development and maintenance of recreational spaces in Pennfield Township.  Pennfield Charter Township 
(Township) is located in northcentral 

Calhoun County, Michigan.  Calhoun County 
is located in Southwest Michigan; 

approximately midway between Detroit and 
Chicago, along interstate I -94. The Township 

lies adjacent to the City of Battle Creek to 
the south -southwest and is also surrounded 

by Bedford Township to the west, Assyria 
Township (Barry County) to the north, 

Convis Township to the east, and Emmett 
Township to the south.  A very small portion 

of Bellevue Township (Eaton County) 
borders Pennfield Charter Township in the 

extreme northeast corner.  
 

The major transportation routes in the 
Township include M -66, also known as 

Capital Avenue Northeast, North Avenue, M -
78, and Morgan Road. The Township and a 

majority of the surrounding areas are part of 
the Battle Creek Metropolitan Statistical 

Area.  

Figure 1 : Map of Pennfield Township  
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Figure 2 : Map of Population Concentrations in 

Pennfield Township  

Source: Census on the Map, 2013  

The Township encompasses 35.1 square miles.  

A large portion of the land use in the Township is 
low density and rural residential with pockets of 

higher density residential, commercial, and 
agricultural land use in various locations. Much of 

the residential development is located in the 
Southwest portion of the Township, near the City 

of Battle Creek (see figure 2). Commercial 
development in the Township predominantly 

centers located along the main thoroughfares, 
mainly Capital Avenue. A small number of farms 

exist in the Township along with numerous 
woodlots and undeveloped open spaces. 

Approximately 3% of the total area is open 
water, including: the Battle Creek River, 

Wanadoga Creek, Saint Maryôs Lake, Pine Lake, 

and Clear Lake.  
 

The future land use map in the Pennfield 
Township Master Plan projects future high 

density residential or commercials activity to 
occur in the southeaster portion of the Township 

and along the major transportation corridors, 
especially M -66. Furthermore, the future land 

use map projects that about three -quarters of 
the Township will remain rural residential or 

agriculture.  

Community Description  
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Community Description continued  
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Pennfield Township is home to approximately 9,000 residents. Those residents are concentrated in the 

Southeast portion of the Township, see figure 1. Not only is it important to understand where the residents 

live in Pennfield Township but also it is important to understand the ages groups who reside in the Township 

in order to properly plan for recreation. An understanding of the age groups represented in the Township is 

important so the Planning Commission can make the appropriate accommodations when recommendations for 

development of recreation areas. The residents of the Township are older than the population that resides in 

the State of Michigan; the median age for the Township is 42.4, whereas the median age for the state is 38.9. 

The Township also has a significantly lower portion of people aged between 20 and 39 than the state. 

Furthermore, 19 -29 year olds comprised the smallest portion of the survey respondents; only 4.8% of the 

respondents were 19 -29 years old.  

 

Figure 3 : Pennfield Township Age Groups   Figure 4 : State of Michigan Age Groups  
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The recommendations or preferences of the 

Planning Commission were not specific to 

particular sets of demographics except for the 

goal of attracting additional 19 -29 year olds. 

The initial actions of the Township will not focus 

on particular groups of people, but rather on the 

Township as a whole. Nonetheless, the Planning 

Commission noticed the lack of 19 -29 year olds 

living in the Township and determined a unique 

goal and set of objectives and action items were 

required to attract that population to the 

Township. Specific information regarding 19 -29 

year olds in the Township is found in Chapter 6.  

Figure 5 : Age of Survey Respondents  


